
Table VIII.13—Family income below the poverty line1 with and without Social Security benefits by age, sex, marital status, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of
aged persons 65 or older who receive Social Security benefits, 1998

Person poverty status

Beneficiaries aged 65 or older

Total 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85 or older

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

All persons

    Number (in thousands) ................. 28,971 12,110 16,861 7,752 3,484 4,268 7,766 3,370 4,396 6,416 2,690 3,726 4,250 1,646 2,604 2,787 920 1,867
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 8.5 5.2 10.9 6.6 4.7 8.2 7.6 5.1 9.4 9.7 5.6 12.6 10.0 5.4 13.0 11.7 5.9 14.6
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 39.2 36.0 41.6 30.9 27.6 33.7 37.4 35.2 39.1 41.0 37.9 43.2 48.4 46.6 49.5 49.4 46.0 51.1
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 47.8 41.2 52.5 37.5 32.3 41.8 44.9 40.3 48.5 50.7 43.5 55.8 58.4 51.9 62.5 61.2 51.9 65.7

Married

    Number (in thousands) ................. 15,962 8,958 7,004 5,185 2,740 2,445 4,757 2,596 2,161 3,494 1,995 1,499 1,850 1,171 679 676 457 220
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 2.9 3.1 2.6 2.0 2.4 1.5 2.9 3.1 2.8 3.7 3.9 3.3 3.4 3.2 3.8 3.7 3.3 4.6
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 36.5 35.1 38.3 28.0 25.2 31.2 36.3 35.0 37.8 39.8 37.3 43.0 49.5 49.2 50.1 50.4 49.8 51.6
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 39.4 38.2 40.9 30.0 27.5 32.7 39.2 38.0 40.6 43.5 41.3 46.3 53.0 52.4 53.9 54.1 53.0 56.3

Nonmarried

    Number (in thousands) ................. 13,009 3,152 9,857 2,567 744 1,823 3,009 774 2,235 2,921 695 2,226 2,400 475 1,925 2,111 463 1,648
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 15.5 11.2 16.9 15.9 13.1 17.1 14.9 12.0 15.9 16.9 10.4 18.9 15.1 10.7 16.2 14.3 8.5 15.9
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 42.6 38.5 43.9 36.8 36.7 36.9 39.2 35.9 40.3 42.4 39.7 43.3 47.5 40.1 49.3 49.1 42.3 51.1
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 58.1 49.7 60.8 52.8 49.8 54.0 54.0 47.9 56.2 59.3 50.0 62.2 62.6 50.8 65.5 63.4 50.8 67.0

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table VIII.13—Family income below the poverty line1 with and without Social Security benefits by age, sex, marital status, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of
aged persons 65 or older who receive Social Security benefits, 1998—Continued

Person poverty status

Beneficiaries aged 65 or older

Total 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85 or older

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

Widowed

    Number (in thousands) ................. 9,474 1,755 7,719 1,414 259 1,155 2,002 364 1,639 2,233 415 1,818 2,003 334 1,669 1,822 383 1,439
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 14.0 9.0 15.1 12.1 6.4 13.4 13.5 10.5 14.2 16.2 10.0 17.7 14.0 8.4 15.2 13.2 8.7 14.3
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 44.1 37.3 45.7 35.9 27.8 37.8 41.3 33.1 43.2 42.4 36.9 43.6 48.5 40.6 50.1 50.8 45.1 52.3
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 58.1 46.3 60.8 48.1 34.3 51.2 54.8 43.6 57.4 58.6 46.9 61.3 62.5 49.0 65.2 63.9 53.9 66.6

Never married

    Number (in thousands) ................. 1,046 406 640 280 136 143 272 94 179 229 101 128 157 60 97 108 15 92
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 18.4 15.1 20.5 17.8 14.9 20.6 16.1 15.8 16.2 16.4 6.5 24.2 28.2        (2) 28.6 15.7        (2) 14.6
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 38.8 36.0 40.6 41.4 47.5 35.5 35.2 32.1 36.8 43.9 37.1 49.3 28.7        (2) 36.7 45.1        (2) 47.6
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 57.2 51.2 61.0 59.2 62.4 56.1 51.2 47.9 53.0 60.3 43.6 73.6 56.9        (2) 65.3 60.8        (2) 62.2

Divorced

    Number (in thousands) ................. 1,857 754 1,103 688 295 393 580 241 339 329 129 200 159 54 105 101 36 65
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 18.4 14.1 21.4 20.3 17.8 22.1 17.1 13.6 19.6 16.8 11.4 20.3 13.8        (2) 17.1 25.8        (2)        (2)
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 39.0 41.2 37.5 36.4 39.3 34.3 35.8 41.1 32.0 43.1 44.7 42.1 58.8        (2) 60.2 30.2        (2)        (2)
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 57.4 55.3 58.8 56.7 57.1 56.4 52.9 54.7 51.5 59.9 56.1 62.4 72.6        (2) 77.3 56.0        (2)        (2)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table VIII.13—Family income below the poverty line1 with and without Social Security benefits by age, sex, marital status, race, and Hispanic origin: Percent of
aged persons 65 or older who receive Social Security benefits, 1998—Continued

Person poverty status

Beneficiaries aged 65 or older

Total 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85 or older

Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women

White

    Number (in thousands) ................. 26,038 10,933 15,105 6,817 3,088 3,729 6,973 3,067 3,905 5,803 2,440 3,362 3,965 1,538 2,427 2,481 799 1,682
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 7.2 4.2 9.3 5.0 4.0 5.8 6.1 3.9 7.8 8.0 4.2 10.8 9.3 4.6 12.3 10.6 5.0 13.3
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 39.3 35.6 42.0 30.4 26.4 33.7 37.4 35.3 39.1 41.0 37.3 43.8 48.8 47.1 49.8 49.8 44.5 52.3
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 46.5 39.8 51.3 35.4 30.5 39.5 43.5 39.2 46.9 49.1 41.5 54.6 58.1 51.7 62.1 60.4 49.5 65.5

Black

    Number (in thousands) ................. 2,336 915 1,421 724 298 426 623 253 370 497 200 296 236 77 158 257 86 170
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 24.0 17.0 28.5 22.1 11.3 29.8 23.2 18.5 26.5 28.7 22.6 32.9 22.7 20.9 23.6 23.5 16.3 27.1
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 40.9 43.5 39.2 38.2 43.6 34.3 37.3 33.1 40.2 42.8 46.3 40.5 42.2 37.0 44.7 52.6 73.0 42.2
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 65.0 60.5 67.8 60.3 54.9 64.1 60.6 51.6 66.7 71.5 68.9 73.3 64.9 57.9 68.3 76.0 89.4 69.3

Hispanic origin 3

    Number (in thousands) ................. 1,304 576 728 427 200 227 393 167 226 246 104 142 152 66 86 86 40 46
Percent—
  Below poverty line .......................... 17.9 13.9 21.2 15.3 12.5 17.7 20.2 14.3 24.5 20.2 13.3 25.2 18.2        (2) 19.9 14.1        (2)        (2)
  Kept out of poverty by Social
Security ............................................. 41.4 42.5 40.5 40.6 37.7 43.2 41.5 48.8 36.1 40.7 39.5 41.6 47.0        (2) 44.6 36.7        (2)        (2)
  Total below poverty without Social
Security ............................................. 59.3 56.3 61.7 55.9 50.2 60.9 61.7 63.1 60.6 60.9 52.8 66.8 65.3        (2) 64.4 50.7        (2)        (2)

1  The family money income of aged persons is compared with the official poverty lines of families
in 1998.

2  Fewer than 75,000 weighted cases.
3  Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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